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Pacific View is published twice a 
year in the spring and fall by 
Yakima Valley Community College 
in conjunction with TYCA-PNW 
Association, an affiliate of NCTE.  
All rights and title reserved, but 
feel free to share contents with 
colleagues. Editors: Dodie Forrest 
(dforrest@yvcc.edu) and Sandra 
Schroeder (sschroeder@yvcc.edu), 
English Dept. Yakima Valley Com-
munity College, South 16th Ave. 
and Nob Hill Blvd.; PO Box 22520; 
Yakima, WA 98907. 

Submissions:  We encourage 
submissions for four of our col-
umns: “Practical Matters, “ which 
gives specific classroom activities; 
“Student Talk,” providing a stu-
dent’s perspective on learning; 
“Guest Spotlight,” addressing 
thoughts on theory or philosophy 
of teaching; and “Poetry,” a place 
where colleagues can exhibit their 
creative side. Submissions should 
be 300—400 words and sent 
electronically in an attached docu-
ment form, preferably Word. Be 
sure to include your school affilia-
tion along with your name, ad-
dress, phone, and email. The dead-
line for the fall issue is November 
15, 2004. 

Make your plans to be in Portland this 
October 15th and 16th!  Come join a 
community of teachers interested in the 
free and vigorous exchange of practices 
and ideas at Portland Community Col-
lege.   

The theme for this year’s conference is 
“Discovering the Community in the 
Community College.”  This broad theme 
embraces a significant number of current 
topics in our discipline including writing 
across the curriculum, service-learning, 
and learning communities.  In addition, 
discussions of the needs of varied student 
communities, both inside and outside the 
classroom; department communities; or 
college communities would add depth to 
this conference.   

Proposals do not need to be based 
strictly in theory; your practical class-
room activities will be a great addition to 
this conference. Single  
papers, panels, 
round-table discus-
sions, and poster 
sessions will all be  
considered. 

The keynote 
speaker this year is 
Sherrie Gradin, au-
thor of Romancing 
Rhetorics and   
Writing As Reflec-
tive Action.  Sherrie received her master’s 
degree from Portland State University          
         (continued on page 2)  
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From the Editors 

It’s spring, almost summer now, when 
people’s thoughts turn to…well, poetry, it 
would seem.  After requesting submissions 
for this issue, we were pleasantly surprised 
at the number of submissions we received.  
However, we had the difficult task of pick-
ing and choosing which ones to include.  
Thanks to all who sent a piece for consid-
eration.  Interestingly, many of our submis-
sions related to poetry.  Perhaps that’s not 
so surprising, given that nature has awak-
ened from its winter sleep, inspiring us all 
to think about beauty and new growth, ele-
ments that poetry often relies on.   

In keeping with our poetry theme, it’s fair 
to say that our most recent Regional Execu-
tive Committee meeting, held in Portland, 
was definitely “poetry in motion.”  The 
REC has expanded significantly in the past 
year, with 13 of us attending. Our group is 
full of wit and good humor and knows how 
to get things done.  

Both of us enjoyed the ride from Yakima 
down the beautiful Columbia River, stop-
ping for the stunning view of Multnomah 
Falls just east of Portland. Our stay in 
downtown Portland was equally pleasur-
able as well, a friendly-feeling city with 
great shops and restaurants (and cops on 
horseback!).  We look forward to visiting 
again for the conference this fall. The cam-
pus itself is in a lovely setting, with all the 
technological amenities a good conference 
needs.  We all are bound to have fun in 
Portland while we learn from each other! 

 
Sandy & Dodie 
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This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter as a promotional 
tool is that you can reuse content from other marketing 
materials, such as press releases, market studies, and 
reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a newsletter might 
be to sell your product or service, the key to a successful 
newsletter is making it useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content to your newsletter is 
to develop and write your own articles, or include a cal-
endar of upcoming events or a special offer that pro-
motes a new product. 

You can also research articles or find “filler” articles by 
accessing the World Wide Web. You can write about a 
variety of topics but try to keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put in your newsletter can also 
be used for your Web site. Microsoft Publisher offers a 
simple way to convert your newsletter to a Web publica-
tion. So, when you’re finished writing your newsletter, 
convert it to a Web site and post it. 

Teaching. All of us know a colleague or two whose 
work deserves celebration and public recognition. 
Please, please as the end of the year approaches, 
take time to nominate that person for the teaching 
award, which is designed “to recognize and encour-
age two-year college teachers in our region who 
exemplify innovation and creativity in the teaching 
of English, who have demonstrated outstanding 
teaching strategies that motivate students to excel-
lence, and/or who have made a contribution to the 
field of English instruction at the two-year college 
level through professional development, publica-
tions, or service.”   

Look for those colleagues who honor students 
with their pedagogy, stimulate our departments’ 
intellectual lives, and nurture a passion for teach-
ing.  The employment status of your nominee is 
NOT an issue: in this rather flat hierarchy, adjunct 
and permanent teachers qualify equally.   
For nomination guidelines, please visit 
http://cf.linnbenton.edu/depts/tyca. 

 

Tom Gribble 
Spokane Community College, WA 

Alexis Nelson 
Spokane Falls Community College, WA 

and her Ph.D. from the University of New Hamp-
shire.  She is currently a professor at Ohio State 
University and the director of the Center for Writ-
ing Excellence and Writing Across the Curriculum.   

Saturday’s program will contain a variety of ses-
sions addressing current issues in the teaching of 
composition and literature.  On Friday afternoon, a 

panel will 
focus on the 
needs and 
expectations 
of writing 
across the 
curriculum 
where repre-

sentatives from varied departments will address the 
needs of the writers in their disciplines. 

Contact Holly Cullom, hcullom@pcc.edu, at 
Portland Community College with any questions or 
concerns or visit our Web site at 
http://cf.linnbenton.edu/depts/tyca 
 
Samm Erickson & Holly Cullom 
2004 Program Co-Chairs 
Portland Community College, OR 
 

A Note From the Chairs 
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REC members at the Portland meeting 

Rock Creek Campus 

A few weekends ago at Rock Creek Campus of 
Portland CC (next October’s conference site), the 
Regional Executive Committee did the usual meet-
ing activities for the good of the order and enjoyed 
the conversations that English teachers find lively.  

 To us, who were attending for our third time, the 
business meetings seem something of a paradox:  
productive and yet low-key, on task but not rigid, 
engaging but not overwhelming.  All voices get 
heard, arguments shape and reshape ideas, people 
figure out and take on responsibilities. It is work of 
a particularly pleasant, civil kind—the kind we like 
to encourage in the Peaceable Kingdom of the col-
laborative classroom. 

Of the key issues discussed, one remains under-
exposed: the Lisa M. Ede Award for Outstanding 

    
Nominate a Colleague for the 

Lisa Ede Outstanding Teaching Award! 
    

Two English faculty, one full-time and one part-time, who 
exemplify innovation and creativity will each receive a 

cash grant of $300.  

Nominations due by September 1, 2004 

For more information and submission guidelines, visit 
http://cf.linnbenton.edu/depts/tyca. 

Send nomination packets to Kimberlie Johnson at North Idaho College.  
Details on the Web site. 
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The TYCA-National executive committee met in 
San Antonio, Texas on March 27, 2003 during the 
55th Annual Conference on College Composition 
and Communication (4C’s).  TYCA-PNW was 
again commended for increasing membership and 
quality conferences.  The region was also congratu-
lated for having a winner of the Outstanding Pro-
grams Award: Linda Foss and the Centralia College 
Writing Center from Centralia, Washington.  The 
great work done across our region certainly show-
cases creative solutions, support of students, and 
solid academic work.  Be sure to nominate pro-
grams from your own institution.  The nominating 
process and award criteria can be found at 
http://www.ncte.org/groups/tyca/awards/ 
programs/108319.htm. 

The executive committee implemented two new 
changes over the last year in helping members pre-
pare proposals for the NCTE and C’s conferences.  
One improvement is that when national officers 
visit the regional conferences, they will bring cop-
ies of the “National Proposal” form.  Folks who 
want to present can record their ideas on the form 
and the national officer will then forward the forms 
on to the national program chair (a new committee 
position). 

The second change involves a position dedicated 
to organizing proposals for the national confer-
ences.  The program chair will receive the proposal 
forms from the national officers and then contact 
people who have similar ideas.   

If you would like help with your proposals for the 
national conferences—from developing ideas to 
recruiting panel members, to filling out the online 
form—you can talk with the national officer at our 
next conference in Portland.  You can also contact 
the program chair, Gwen Gresham, at 
gweng@northark.edu.  Gwen is experienced with 
proposals, having presented at both the national 
conferences. She is also a fantastic source of en-
couragement and feedback for proposal ideas. 

 
Sharon Mitchler  
Associate Chair, TYCA National 
Centralia College, WA 

News from National  

TYCA-PNW Annual Conference 
Oct. 15 & 16, 2004 

“Discovering the Community in the Community College” 
 

Portland Community College 
Rock Creek Campus 

 

Proposals due June 30th! 

Poetry 
 

On Reading Billy Collins 
 
I slouch in my chair on a rainy night, warm 
for January, while the creeks rise and the Coquille 
River creeps up sodden brown fields, but no one 
will drown, and the winter’s sudden 
snow pack seems secure in the mountains, 
and the weatherman will almost say 
the drought is over. 
 
My cracked rib, the last and lowest, 
floating rib, has mostly healed but at night 
it aches, so I slide deep in my chair 
as I wait for the cat and smile reading 
poems by Billy Collins, a gift from a distant 
friend, poems as satisfying as the osso buco 
his wife fixed, the meal described lovingly 
in words even a tired mind can understand. 
 
Dear Readers, writes the new poet laureate 
who proposes a poem a day for the kids 
in school – more power to him, I say.  It can only 
help as long as the poems can water-ski across 
the page, as long as the teachers don’t set up 
an Inquisition, just swallow each one raw – 
a silvery oyster tangy and cool with a squirt 
of lemon. 
 
Dear Readers, he says, we are in this world 
together.  Let us savor the goodness, suck 
out the marrow, be glad to be home. 
  
Sara Jameson 
Oregon State University 



Practical Matters 
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 HANDS ON POETRY 
 Learning about poetry in a traditional lecture for-

mat can leave students grappling with the abstract.  
At the college level, we continue to be concerned 
with individual learning styles, so in order to give 
students a more concrete learning experience, we 
offer them a way to unfold a poem, not only 
through an auditory experience, but also through a 
kinesthetic and visual activity.  Crayons, markers, 
poster paper, and conversation begin this process. 
 

The Benefits 
• Student collaboration 
• Sensory explication 
• Comparative criticism 
• Essay foundation 
 

The Three-Day Process 
(Students have been assigned a selected group of 
poems to read and reflect upon in expressive jour-
nal entries.) 
 
Day One:  Students are placed in groups of four to 
six and each selects a different poem from the body 
of work assigned.  Two students in each group read 
their poem aloud so the sound of the poem can be 
appreciated and contribute to its meaning.  One stu-
dent volunteers to scribe as all explore the possible 
meanings, focusing on what they believe to be key 
words and lines.  During this process, students will 
often debate why they believe certain words or 
lines create meaning and imagery.  From this dis-
cussion, students must plan a drawing depicting the 
key elements in the poem.  Narrative poems often 
take the form of a storyboard or map, while lyric 
poems often present a collage of symbols or a sin-
gle scene.  Once students complete their visual in-
terpretations, posters are set aside for an incubation 
period, during which time students write individual 
journal entries, further examining their own re-
sponses to the poem.  Students are instructed to re-
search relevant biographical, historical, and/or so-
ciological information to enhance their understand-
ing of the poem’s context. 

Days Two and Three:  Students bring new perspec-
tives to the group and review their visual collabora-
tion, finalizing their posters.  In whole class discus-
sion, each group presents how their drawing unfolds 
the meaning of the poem.  Other groups are given the 
opportunity to ask questions and offer alternative in-
terpretations.  This opens the door for instructors to 
guide students through a critical analysis. 

These three days form the prewriting stage for an 
essay, and the options here are many.  Students may 
write an impromptu, a collaborative paper, or an in-
dividual explication.  Students have practiced read-
ing, analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating in a con-
crete collaborative format that is considerate of all 
learning styles. 
 
Christie Anderson, christiea@spokanefalls.edu 
Lori Efigenio, lorie@spokanefalls.edu 
Spokane Falls Community College, WA 

Regional Executive Committee 
Chairs: Alexis Nelson, Spokane Falls Community College, Spokane, Washington (509) 
533-3588, alexisn@spokanefalls.edu; and Tom Gribble, Spokane Community College, 
Spokane, Washington (509) 533-7206, tgribble@scc.spokane.edu  Terms: October 2003—
October 2006 
Previous Chair: Beth Camp, Linn-Benton Community College, Albany, Oregon (541) 
917-4556, beth.camp@linnbenton.edu  
Four Year Representative: Dana C. Elder, Eastern Washington University, Cheney, Wash-
ington (509) 359-2400, delder@mail.ewu.edu  Term: October 2003—October 2006 
Membership Chair: Bradley Bleck, Spokane Falls Community College, Spokane, Wash-
ington, bradbleck@spokanefalls.edu  Term: October 2003—October 2006 
National Representative: Eva Payne, Chemeketa Community College, Salem, Oregon  
(503) 589-7827, epayne1@chemeketa.edu  Term: October 2003—October 2006 
Publications Co-Editors: Dodie Forrest (Term: October 2002—October 2005) Yakima 
Valley Community College, Yakima, Washington (509) 574-4822, dforrest@yvcc.edu; and 
Sandra Schroeder (Term: October 2002—October 2005) Yakima Valley Community 
College, Yakima, Washington (509) 574-4873,  sschroeder@yvcc.edu 
Secretary: Kim Johnson, North Idaho College, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho (208) 769-5985, 
kimberlie.johnson@nic.edu  Term: October 2001—October 2004 
Treasurer: Audrey Perkins, Linn-Benton Community College, Albany, Oregon (541) 917-
4662, perkina@linnbenton.edu  Term: October 2000—October 2004 
Members at Large: (Term 2003—2005): 
• Walter Hudsick, North Seattle Community College, Seattle, Washington  

WHudsick@sccd.ctc.edu 
• Eleanor Latham, Central Oregon Community College, Bend, Oregon  (541) 383-7547, 

elatham@cocc.edu 
• Sharon Mitchler, Centralia Community College, Centralia, Washington (360) 736-

9391, Ext. 405, smitchler@centralia.ctc.edu.  Sharon currently serves as Associate 
Chair of National TYCA, 2003—2004.  Effective 2004, she becomes Chair of National 
TYCA. 

2004 Program Co-Chairs: Holly Cullom (2003—2006) Portland Community College, 
Rock Creek Campus, Oregon (503) 614-7458, hcullom@aol.com; and Samm Erickson  
Portland Community College, Rock Creek Campus, Oregon. 
2004 Local Arrangements Co-Chairs: Troy Wilkerson (2003—2004) Portland Community 
College, Sylvania Campus, Oregon (503) 281-0225, twilkers@mail.pcc.edu; and Kris 
Fink  
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Guest Spotlight 
REFLECTIONS ON SERVICE LEARNING  

 Currently, many college educators are discover-
ing the benefits service-learning opportunities can 
provide students.  Whether service learning is part 
of composition, chemistry, or sociology courses, it 
enhances student learning while contributing to sur-
rounding communities. 

However, along with actual experience, reflection 
is key to learning.  What follows is a synopsis of a 
course sequence of research and writing assign-
ments that require students to consistently reflect 
upon services rendered as well as the people and 
experiences encountered.  This project sequence 
can stem from a small or large amount of required 
service at a client site.  (For a full presentation of 
material, go to http://www.pcc.edu/staff/twilkers> 
and press the link in the left border column labeled 
“Service-Learning Sequence.”) 

I offer this optional service-learning component 
in conjunction with a research writing assignment 
to my first-year college composition students.  This 
project involves a series of volunteering experi-
ences that the student must carefully and reflec-
tively document over a period of five weeks.  At 
the end of the service work, students produce a fi-
nal extended journal entry in which they reflect 
upon and coherently articulate what the service-
learning experience they have carefully recorded 
has taught them.  Consequently, most students dis-
cover the value of their experiences through pro-
ducing these final summative entries and demon-
strate in detail the ethical, emotional, as well as in-
tellectual, worth of these experiences in the context 
of their learning.  Finally, the research that results 
from this process becomes the basis for producing a 
brochure and administrative rationale to present to 
the site the student served.  For example, one recent 
student—as a product of her service—created a 
brochure to prepare potential volunteers for com-
mon issues regarding clients at a battered women’s 
shelter.  She also composed a short persuasive es-
say to convince administrators of why they should 
use the brochure. 

The learning objectives for this reflective re-

search sequence are as follows:  
• Non-traditional research tools provided by 

actual experience. 
• Opportunities to experience course themes 

first hand, such as civic engagement and ine-
qualities in education. 

• Practicum experience for students majoring in 
areas such as early-childhood education, soci-
ology, or criminal justice. 

• Critical thinking skills that challenge stu-
dents’ worldviews and assumptions. 

• An awareness of civic responsibility.  
• An understanding of the process and impor-

tance of reflection and documentation in fur-
thering a social cause.  

 
Troy Wilkerson 
Portland Community College, OR 

 

Apple Pie Education 
 

My hands stained by blood yet 
my skin never kissed by the sun. 
My eyes covered by the cloth of 
my ignorance, of my innocence. 
 
Who is to blame? 
My apple pie education 
where I didn’t know 
brown faces succeeded, 
until 12th grade in Latino Lit, 
there by choice, not on demand. 
 
My roots are lost. 
My tongue is weak, never to have spoken 
those words my great grandmother used to speak. 
 
Where do I go from here? 
I am a woman. 
I am going to replant my roots, 
and leave them for future generations. 
For no longer is my tongue weak. 
My pen and paper will speak for me. 

 
Michelle Martinez 
Creative Writing Student 
Yakima Valley Community College, WA 

Student Talk 



TYCA-PNW 2003-2004 Membership Form 

       Enclosed is my check for US $20 payable to TYCA-PNW for a one-year membership.  

        Enclosed is my check for US $10 payable to TYCA-PNW for a one-year student membership (students, 
part-time faculty, retired faculty). 

My membership includes discounted conference fees at TYCA-PNW’s annual conference. 

Name:         

HOME ADDRESS:          State     Zip     

School Affiliation:         Telephone:       

E-mail:         Web page:         
 

Check one area you’d like to be active in: (  ) Membership 
 (  ) Program 
 (  ) Newsletter 
 (  )  Regional representative 

Are you currently a member of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)?          Yes   No 

Thank you for your membership.  Are there other comments you’d like to make?      

               
 

Send to: Treasurer Audrey Perkins 
 Linn-Benton Community College 
 6500 SW Pacific Blvd. 

 Albany, OR 97321 

Please Print Clearly 

 

 
South Sixteenth Avenue and Nob Hill Blvd. 
PO Box 22520 
Yakima, WA 98907-2520 

PRST STD 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Yakima, WA 

PERMIT NO. 25 

 

!


