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From the Editors
TYCA-PNW and PNWCA 2012  
conference-goers were welcomed to  
Des Moines with a brilliant sampling of all 
the wonderful weather the Pacific North-
west has to offer: heat, cold, a little sun, a 
little rain, and everything in between. The 
conference itself offered a splendid variety 
of intellectual fare, with presentations 
ranging from Ed Chang’s featured session 
“Gaming Writing: Teaching (with) Video 
Games,” to Joe Janangelo’s keynote 
address on the challenge and promise  
of writing center work in the twenty-first 
century, to the myriad individual presen-
tations on teaching, tutoring, and life  
in the two-year college.  

Even among all the rich variety offered at 
the 2012 conference, a certain theme also 
emerged from the weekend’s events: the 
shifting landscape of higher education in 
the United States has applied very particular 
pressures to the community college 
context. While national educational 
reform movements have led to sweeping 
changes such as the inception of new 
federal financial aid regulations, the 
inauguration of the “Complete College 
America” agenda, and the adoption of the 
Common Core State Standards in forty-
five states, the District of Columbia, and 
four territories, at the same time we have 
seen state education budgets shrivel, a 
rash of K-12 schools close, and a cavalcade 
of resultant demands laid directly on the 
doorstep of the nation’s two-year colleges.

However, the supremely professional  
and deeply committed educators at the 
TYCA-PNW / PNWCA 2012 conference 
demonstrated that they are, as ever, up  
for the challenge. Faculty and graduate 
students shared the innovative strategies 
they’ve developed to address those 
educational challenges locally in sessions 
that highlighted examples of new inter-
ventions in developmental math and 
writing curricula, theoretical responses  
to nationally developed frameworks for 
student success, and dynamic corollary 
writing center projects and initiatives.  
It is just this kind of deep professional 
engagement, along with the collaborations 
arising from it, that will help us collec-
tively to remain resilient and productive 
in the face of looming educational crises. 
Our work together as CC professionals  
is so often what sustains us through the 
most difficult times as it simultaneously 
prepares us to make meaningful responses 
to the ever-fluctuating national context. 
Thank you for being an important part  
of that experience in 2012, and we hope 
you’ll consider joining us again this year  
in Seattle, October 25-26, for “Piecing it 
Together: Making, Tinkering, and DIY  
in our Colleges,” the TYCA-PNW and 
PNWCA Conference 2013!    

— Siskanna and Jeannie
Lane Community College, OR  

and Spokane Community College, WA

Conference 2012 in Des Moines, WA: 
The View from Pacific Northwest “Horizons”

Ed Chang Presenting “Gaming Writing”

A TYCA Breakout Session



Dodie:  Hey, Cheryl.  Welcome to the REC!  
It’s great to be working with you.

Cheryl:  Thanks, Dodie.  It is good to be working with 
the REC and getting involved in TYCA activities in the 
Pacific Northwest.

Dodie:  So maybe you could tell our readers a little 
something about yourself—where you teach, why you 
decided to run for a board position, that sort of thing.

Cheryl:  I currently serve as Associate Professor 
of English at Kenai Peninsula College and Co-Chair  
of the Arts and Sciences Division.  This is my fifth year 
with KPC, but I’ve lived on the Kenai Peninsula for  
12 years now.  I decided to run for a board position with 
encouragement from members of TYCA-PNW.  I was 
attending conferences and was active as a member, but  
I decided I’d run for a position on the REC as yet another 
great way to be involved.  TYCA-PNW provides a perfect 
forum for sharing ideas, staying connected, and hearing 
about professionally-relevant news in our very vast 
regional area.

Dodie:  I know what you mean.  Being an active 
member of TYCA-PNW sure has made a difference in  
my professional life.  I enjoy the camaraderie as well as 
the exchange of ideas and effective teaching practices.   
We do an amazing amount of work in two-year colleges.  
We have some seriously talented folks in our mix, too.   
I guess that’s why I appreciate our annual fall conference 
so much—it’s at once invigorating and humbling to be 
learning from and with so many wonderful colleagues.

Cheryl: I love being involved in the conferences.  
I’ve learned about great innovative programs in  
English instruction and wonderful teaching tips from 
experienced and talented educators across the country.  
I’ve shared these ideas back at my own institution with 
my colleagues.   Attending the annual conference helps 
me feel plugged in to the issues that matter to our  
composition programs and English departments. 

Dodie:  In fact, we’ve got another joint conference in 
the works with the Pacific Northwest Writing Centers 
Association, this one in downtown Seattle at Cornish 
College of the Arts.  Think of it—a beautiful October 
Saturday, vitalizing sessions, art surrounding us,  
the smell of coffee, Whole Foods just down the way . . .

TYCA-PNW Co-Chairs: A Conversation

Cheryl:  Food, friends, and fun, all under the category 
of professional development and networking! I can’t  
wait to attend.  There are open positions on the Regional 
Executive Committee this year, so hopefully some of our 
members will consider running for office.  I was hesitant 
to do so at first (perhaps a little shy), but I’ve really 
enjoyed the collegiality of the REC so far.  We need  
voices from all over our region.  

Dodie:  Absolutely!  Thanks for reminding me.  
We currently have positions for chair, membership chair, 
treasurer, and two members-at-large.  The latter office 
makes an excellent entry position for newcomers to the 
organization who want to see what the REC is all about.   
Interested members simply need to write up a short bio 
on the nomination form, located in their conference 
registration folders, and submit it after the morning 
welcome session the day of the conference.
So, Cheryl, what’s the best part about peninsula life  
in Alaska?

Cheryl:  I love the community.  It is small and personal 
and you see people you know at the grocery store.   
I also love the outdoor opportunities for hiking, fishing, 
and camping.  Recreational opportunities abound.   
Hey Dodie, maybe we should hold a conference here  
one year?!  In summer, of course.

Dodie:  Count me in.  Uh, no bears, though.  
Right, Cheryl?  Cheryl?

— Dodie Forrest, Chair
Yakima Valley Community College

— Cheryl Siemers, Assistant Chair
Kenai Peninsula College

Dodie Forrest, Conference 2012
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Winning the Lisa Ede Teaching 
Excellence Award last October was  
a lovely surprise – not only for the 
unexpected honor, but also for the 
opportunity it gave me to reflect  
on the idea of teaching excellence.  
I have been fortunate to teach  
college English for close to twenty 
years, the last thirteen of which  
have been at Spokane Community 
College.  According to one of my 
favorite books, Malcolm Gladwell’s 
Outliers, that time qualifies me as an 
“expert.”  His assertion that it takes 10,000 hours of practice 
to make a person an expert, no matter the subject area, is 
an interesting one. On one hand, it makes me realize that 
no one is able to be an expert in more than a few areas 
during his or her lifetime; there is simply not enough time. 
Thus we become selective in our areas of expertise.  While 
there are many areas that I hope to reach the 10,000 hour 

Much thanks to the editors for the invitation to report on 
the 2012 TYCA-PNW conference. It was a lovely confer-
ence—with the view of Puget Sound inspiring—and  
I enjoyed the chance 
to catch up with 
friends that I had not 
seen for some time, 
some years in many 
cases. I also had the 
opportunity to meet 
with and learn from 
new colleagues, many 
who joined us and 
enriched the conver-
sations as PNWCA 
members. I left the 
conference feeling myself a part of a broader community.
This same sense of community conversation and engage-
ment thread its way through the session that Donna Evans 
and I presented, “Shaping Your Horizon with the Frame-
work for Success in Postsecondary Writing. Responding to 
adoption of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), in 
2011 the Framework for Success in Postsecondary Writing 
was collaboratively drafted and endorsed by the Council  
of Writing Program Administrators (CWPA), National 

Angela Rasmussen

mark – photography, travel, yoga – none of them is as 
significant to me as the one that I have reached: teaching.  
On the other hand, the title of expert is also one that gives 
me pause, especially in the assumption that experts have 
nothing new to learn. Perhaps this is because I realize that 
the journey is just as important as the destination when it 
comes to mastering something important. To become an 
expert at anything requires work, and the effort to be a 
good teacher – professional reading, teaching workshops, 
classroom trial and error, discussions with my colleagues– 
is such a key part of my own teaching that it cannot, and 
should not, stop because I have earned my 10,000 hours. 
At the same time, being an experienced teacher does 
provide me confidence. It provides the confidence to take 
chances on new teaching strategies, knowing that I can 
regain control of the class if that strategy fails. It provides 
the confidence to keep going when a student challenges me 
or writes a negative evaluation, knowing that problems are 
the exception and not the rule. It provides the confidence 
to take on leadership positions in the college, knowing that 
I can effectively advocate for students outside the class-
room as well as inside it. 
Most importantly, it provides the confidence to keep 
studying the scholarship of pedagogy, knowing that it  
is really the goal of “expert learner” to which I aspire. 

TYCA-PNW Conference Report
Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), and National 
Writing Project (NWP).  As such, we knew that it was  
an important topic, and we also knew that our discussion 
on the Frameworks needed to address the particular 
material implications for our region. Building on previous 
TYCA-PNW sessions from Jeff Klausman and Siskanna 
Naynaha concerning the Frameworks, we identified our 
presentation as a “working session,” a session seeking to 
address local campus conversations and initiatives  
spurred by the Common Core.  
The conversation at our session was both timely and 
relevant, including representatives of two-year and  
four-year colleges, basic writing programs, composition 
programs, writing-across-curriculum programs, and 
writing centers.  Across these varying institutional loca-
tions, we discussed the current and imminent implications 
of the Common Core Initiatives on our collective writing 
programs in Oregon and Washington. In particular,  
we discussed assessments being developed by Smarter 
Balanced (an assessment consortium out of Washington 
State) to align with the Common Core and their move to 
set agreements about what constitutes college-readiness, 
including attempts to produce scores for exempting 
students from writing courses. One major issue here,  

2012 Award Winner, 
Angela Rasmussen

Conference Reception

— continued

Lisa Ede Teaching    Excellence Award
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As the Wisconsin Representative of TYCA-Midwest  
and National Regent of Sigma Kappa Delta  

English Honor Society serving two-year colleges,  
I’d like to invite you to charter a chapter and attend our 

national convention in Savannah, Georgia, in 2014.
Featured Speakers at the National 

Convention in Portland, OR • March 2013

Anne FadimanTimothy EganUrsula Le Guin

The purpose of Sigma Kappa Delta—under the auspices of 
Sigma Tau Delta, the International English Honor Society 
serving four-year colleges and universities—is to reward 
and advance the study of language and literature among 
students attending the nation’s two-year institutions.  
We provide exceptional student and faculty opportunities 
for developing skills in creative and analytical writing; 
meeting other outstanding scholars and professionals  
in the discipline; winning scholarships and awards; and 
submitting outstanding writing for our national literary 
magazine, the Hedera helix.
Furthermore, Sigma Kappa Delta joins Sigma Tau Delta 
each spring for an international conference, allowing 
sponsors and student members the opportunity to hear 
renowned writers; participate in panel discussions; receive 
scholarships and awards publicly; and network among 
other two and four-year honor students and professors.
We currently have more than one hundred chapters across 
the United States and look forward to continued growth.  
If you are interested in forming a chapter on your campus, 
please follow the instructions on our web site.
• the completed Petition to Charter form with the required 

$50 chartering fee
• a letter of endorsement from your college president
• individual membership fees of $30 for each chartering 

member
I hope to hear from you soon and look forward to assisting 
you in forming a chapter. If you have questions about our 
organization, please contact me and feel free to look at my 
own chapter’s Facebook page.

— Dr. John Pruitt,
Sigma Kappa Delta National Regent Wisconsin  

Representative, TYCA–Midwest
Associate Professor of English, University  

of Wisconsin–Rock County
Faculty Advisor, Gamma Delta chapter

john.pruitt@uwc.edu • 608-758-6565 x730

A NOTE FROM:  Sigma Kappa Delta English Honor Society

of course, that impacts students greatly is how writing  
is being defined and how such an assessment is 
constructed—and the role that teachers of writing  
should play in these national conversations. 
We resolved, during that session, that we needed to  
act collectively to address our concerns. Fortunately, 
OWEAC, the Oregon Writing and English Advisory 
Committee, is one Pacific Northwest venue positioned  
for such a response. Perhaps we need a Washington 
counterpart? If you think that your department might be 
interested in participating in such an advisory committee, 
please contact me at wmolson@vancouver.wsu.edu.

— Wendy Olson,  
Washington State University – Vancouver Conference Presenter — Dennis Bennett

February 26 - March 1, 2014 
Savannah, GA
Join us in Savannah, 

Georgia, for a very  
special 2014 Convention, 

as we celebrate Sigma Tau 
Delta’s 90th birthday.

Aug. 15: Convention submission information posted.  
 (View the 2013 Sigma Tau Delta Convention website  
 for a look at our previous convention.) 
 http://www.english.org/sigmatd/conv/

Sept. 30: Convention submissions open
Oct. 28: Convention submissions close
Jan. 6: Early registration opens
Jan. 21: Early registration ends
Feb. 4: Regular registration ends
Feb. 26: Convention starts
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Two trips to Las Vegas in five months—that’s the light  
duty the PNW’s rep to TYCA has pulled.  Because recent 
November NCTE conferences have been in Philadelphia 
and Orlando and March CCCC in St. Louis and Chicago,  
it was a divine pleasure to be in the same time zone— 
two reprieves in a row from meetings that start at my 
body’s 4 or 5 a.m. clock.
This year’s conference theme was The Public Work of 
Composition, and Program Chair Howard Tinberg made 
sure the public work of CC faculty was well represented.  
Featured speaker Henry Giroux urged us to put the public 
good back into education—an important reminder as we 
look at the testing programs blooming in time for the 
Common Core State Standards and the digital grading 
programs that have already been adopted to assess them  
in Oregon.  The PNW region appeared on the program 
with some frequency:  Whatcom’s Jeff Klausman was a 
featured speaker on the public work of contingent labor, 

Yakima’s Sandy Schroeder and Dodie Forrest 
co-created a preconference workshop on Wednesday, 
Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt was part of a featured panel 
on basic writing in Community College faculty, and 
Sharon Mitchler and I teamed with Texan David Lydic 
to suggest useful strategies for job seekers in two-year 
colleges.  Keith Gilyard won this year’s Exemplar Award, 
in recognition of his service to the CCCC, to NCTE, and  
to the work of rhetoric.  According to Cheryl Glenn, he 
“is synonymous with the best African American rhetoric 
and poetics and composition studies”; those who heard  
his thank-you speech with a hundred silky moves between 
street and academic discourse know she’s right.
One of the current issues at the national level is concern 
about the various degree completion agendas, which 

seriously affect developmental education and under prepared 
students. NCTE Executive Director Kent Williamson 
would like to have individual college members from each 
state keeping an eye on the legislative activity important  
to the teaching of English in higher education; in addition, 
past national TYCA Chair Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt 
wants to ensure two-year representation among those 
legislative watchdogs. The PNW covers a huge area, 
including three Canadian provinces, and our structure  
has never included a representative from each state or 
province on the Regional Executive Committee.  Indeed, 
until recently, our REC consisted entirely of Oregon and 
Washington members—now, happily, a thing of the past.  
You should know that I’ll be reaching out to you, ready to 
exploit your political savvy to improve learning conditions 
for students. Also a national issue:  government-subsidized 
Stafford loans are again a legislative issue. Though the low 
interest rate (3.4%) was maintained for this year, other 
proposals are afloat since Congress is so skilled at kicking 
the can down the road rather than resolving issues. One 
party wants to tie the interest rate to the US Treasury rate 
(with a cap at 8-9%) and the other wants to maintain the 
3.4% rate.  The president has yet another plan, according 
the NPR’s Morning Edition (5/23/13).  As teachers  
or parents, we know the impact of educational debt.  
The conference afforded opportunities to think about  
the larger political issues affecting the work of literacy 
education, not all of which are heartening. But the students 
whose backs we’re soon to see (or already have seen) 
remind us why our work matters.  Have a great summer!

— Alexis Nelson,
Spokane Falls Community College

News from National

Outgoing TYCA-PNW Co-Chair Jeff  Klausman chats up Ann Harrington, 
English Dept Chair and Writing Center Coordinator  
at Everett Community College, WA

 Joe Janangelo’s Keynote Address, TYCA-PNW 2012
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TYCA-PNW Membership Form • 2013-14
! Enclosed is my check for US $20 payable to TYCA-PNW for a one-year membership
! Enclosed is my check for US $10 payable to TYCA-PNW for a one-year student membership
 (students, part-time faculty, retired faculty)

(Membership includes discounted conference fees at TYCA-PNW’s Annual Conference)

Name____________________________________________________

HOME Address ____________________________________________

City __________________________  State _____  ZIP ____________

College affiliation  _________________________________________

Telephone _______________________________________________

E-mail  ___________________________________________________

Website URL  _____________________________________________

Check one area you’d like to be active:
! Membership ! Newsletter
! Program ! Regional representative

Are you currently a member of the National  
Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)?

! Yes             ! No

Thank you for your membership.  
Are there any comments you’d like to make?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Please print clearly

Send to: Betsy Lawrence
 Spokane Community College 
 MS 2011
 1810 N Greene Street
 Spokane, WA  99217-5399

Address Service Requested

Arts and Sciences Division
1810 N Greene St  |  MS 2011
Spokane WA 99217-5399
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