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___Enclosed is my check for US $20 payable to TYCA-PNW for a one-year membership. 
___Enclosed is my check for US $10 payable to TYCA-PNW for a one-year student membership (students, part-
time faculty, retired faculty). 
My membership includes discounted conference fees at TYCA-PNW’s annual conference. 
Your name: ________________________________________________________ 
HOME ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________ State___Zip _______ 
School affiliation: _________________________________ Telephone:______________________________ 
E-mail: ________________________________________ Web page: ______________________________ 
Check one area you’d like to be active in: 
( ) Membership 
( ) Program 
( ) Newsletter 
( ) Regional representative 
Are you currently a member of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)? ___Yes ___No 

Thank you for your membership. Are there other comments you’d like to make? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Send to:  Betsy Lawrence  
 Spokane Community College 

 1810 North Greene Street     Please Print Clearly 
 Spokane, WA  99217 
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Editors:  Sandra 
Schroeder 
(sschroeder@yvcc.edu) 
and Julie Swedin  
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English Dept. Yakima 
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College, South 16th Ave. 
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  Submissions:  We  
encourage submissions for 
four of our columns: 
“Practical  Matters,”  which  
gives specific classroom    
activities;;  “Student  Talk,”  
providing  a  student’s  
perspective on learning; 
“Guest  Spotlight,”  
addressing thoughts on 
theory or philosophy of 
teaching;;    and  “Poetry,”  a  
spot where colleagues can 
exhibit their creative side. 
Submissions should be 
between 200-400 words 
and sent electronically in 
an attached document form 
(preferably Word).  Be 
sure to include your school 
affiliation along with your 
name, address, phone, and 
email.   
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From the Editors 
 

  With mixed feelings, Julie and Sandy 
are bidding adieu to their positions on 
the REC and their terms as co-editors of 
Pacific View. For Sandy, it is her second 
“tour”  having  been  a  co-editor 10 years 
ago; clearly she has enjoyed her 
association with TYCA-PNW.  A big 
reason for that is that the REC folks are 
people  with  wit,  and  we  mean  “wit”  in  
both senses of the word: they are smart 
and they also have a waggish sense of 
humor.  If  you’re  like  most  of  us,  all  the  
campus committee meetings our jobs 
require us to attend can become an 
unwelcome chore, but a REC meeting is 
no  such  thing;;  it’s  something  to  look  
forward to. We get to meet with 
colleagues from other campuses and 
travel to visit those campuses. We enjoy 
the camaraderie our little band delivers, 
and our gatherings help us see ourselves 
as part of a much bigger picture than we 
sometimes envision on our individual 
campuses. 
  We  probably  won’t  miss  the  extra  work  
involved in putting together the 
newsletter, but we will miss the contacts 
made in soliciting columns from our 
colleagues  across  the  region,  and  we’ll  
miss the satisfaction of sharing that with 
all the members of TYCA-PNW.  We look 
forward  to  a  “new  and  improved”  Pacific 
View; new voices and new ideas are 
always welcome in our organization.  
And we will be as supportive as we can in 
getting the new co-editors acclimated.  
  Fond farewells to exiting REC members 
and welcome to new folks who we know 
will invigorate and stimulate more 
growth for TYCA-PNW.    We’ll  see  you  at  
Highline in October! 
 
Julie and Sandy 
Yakima Valley Community College, WA 

 
“Horizons”  Ahead    Conference        

  The 2012 TYCA-PNW Annual Conference 
will be held  Friday afternoon, October 12, 
and all day Saturday, October 13 on the 
campus of Highline Community College in 
Des Moines, WA (just south of Seattle).  
Attendees will have a chance to look out at 
the beautiful Puget Sound to the Olympic 
Mountains on the western horizon. Looking 
ahead to see how we want to envision our 
students, our programs, and our institutions 
is  the  focus  of  this  year’s  conference.  We  

invite you to join us in the conversations and 
friendships that are always such a vital part 
of the TYCA-PNW annual conference. 
   Friday afternoon there will an interactive 
workshop, a long standing tradition at TYCA
-PNW, and later, an informal gathering at a 
local  eatery.  Because  last  year’s  collaboration  
with the Pacific Northwest Writing Center 
Association was so positive, we will be 
including the PNWCA with a strand 
specifically  for  “writing  center”  sessions.  
   The conference theme allows participants 
to share their attempts to address challenges 
in this time of tight budgets and increased 
numbers of students, and their outlook for 
the future. Of course, the conference is a 
wonderful exchange of both the theoretical 
and the practical, the traditional and cutting 
edge. The interchange of ideas, stories, and 
laughter   make the conference a highlight of 
the fall.     

(Continued on page 2) 
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“Horizons”  Ahead   
Conference 2012 (Continued) 
The keynote speaker will be Dr. 
Joseph Janangelo, Associate 
Professor of English at Loyola 
University of Chicago, who is a 
prominent figure in both the fields of 
composition and writing centers. His 
work spans the breadth of both 
fields, exploring and articulating the 
intersections of student work, 
theoretical underpinnings for 
pedagogy in composition, 
development and administration of 
writing programs and writing 
centers,as well as his extensive  work 
in mentoring writing center tutors.  

Long  a  friend  of  two-year  college  students  
and  faculty,  he  recently  co-authored  an  article  
with  Jeff  Klausman,  current  TYCA-PNW  co-
chair.  Dr.  Janangelo  regularly  attends  
National  TYCA  functions  at  4Cs,  to  even  
include  rising  bright  and  early  on  Saturday  
mornings  to  join  us  at  the  TYCA  breakfast.  
Dr.  Janangelo  has  served  as  the  President  of  
the  Council  of  Writing  Program  
Administrators.  He  is  also  an  editorial  board  
member  for  numerous  prominent  journals,  
including:  College  Composition  and  
Communication,  Journal  of  Teaching  Writing,  
and  WPA:  Writing  Program  Administration.  
He  hosted  The  Council  of  Writing  Program  
Administrators  National  Conference  in  2008. 
 
Sharon  Mitchler 
Conference  Co-Program  Chair  2012 

Dr. Joseph Janangelo,  
Keynote  Speaker 2012 

A Note from the Co-Chairs 
 

“Use what talent you possess: the woods 
would be very silent if no birds sang except 
those  that  sang  best.”    --from  The  Ladies’  Repository:  A  
Monthly Periodical, Devoted to Literature, Arts, and Religion, 
1874, but often misattributed to American poet Henry Van Dyke, 
perhaps a louder bird 

 
 You  don’t  have  to  
be a regular 
listener  to  NPR’s  
BirdNote to 
appreciate the 
immense variety of 
sounds birds make 
whether calling, 
winnowing, 

drumming, or singing.  Even the most ordinary 
bird can sing with abandon, exhibiting plenty of 
flair  and  artistry.    That’s  the  sort  of  open,  
participatory  spirit  we’d  like  to  channel  as  we  
invite you to think about lending your voice, your 
unique talent, to our Regional Executive 
Committee. We will have a number of open 
positions next October: secretary, publication 
editors,  and  assistant  chair.    Now’s  the  time  to  
start thinking about what you would bring to one 
of these roles. 
  We can tell you that serving on the REC offers a 
combination of personal and social rewards, 
maybe even transformations.  On an individual  
level, you can get to know yourself in a different 
realm and discover where some untested talents 

and abilities lie. Your ideas matter, and the REC is 
the perfect place to share them.  Interaction with 
other REC members, typically a great group of 
people, is yet another benefit. The TYCA-PNW REC 
has a reputation for being pleasant and welcoming, 
unpretentious,  and  always  appreciative  of  everyone’s  
efforts. Sure, we like to get stuff done, but we also 
enjoy our time together.  Building relationships with 
others on the REC fosters a feeling of connectedness 
and belonging, which is so very important to 
sustaining yourself in this profession, particularly if 
you  teach  in  a  small  department.    Then  there’s  
satisfaction of service.  You can help our 
organization grow in strength and stability as well as 
help define our shared interests and issues through 
conference planning, newsletter contributions, and 
so on.   
  The REC needs talented members from all parts of 
our region. When one corner of the woods is silent, 
we are all diminished. Please take a moment to 
browse the various position responsibilities on our 
website, tyca-pnw.org. You likely will see a good 
match for your talents.  Please also feel free to 
contact any of the current REC members for more 
details;;  we’d  love  to  have  a  conversation  with  you.  
Our hope is to collect brief professional bios from 
everyone who would like to join the REC—well 
before our fall conference at Highline—to aid the 
voting  process.    So  sing  out!  We’re  waiting  to  hear  
from you!  
 
Dodie Forrest Jeffrey Klausman 
Yakima Valley Community  Whatcom Community    
College, WA College, WA 

 

Elegy for an English Professor in the 
Literary Present . . .breathing remains 
a lonely art.  

— for William Dunlop (1936-2005) 
 

Though he sits cross-legged to skewer 
   The sunlight with queries, head 
      That way and this, arms  
         Operatic,  blue  sky  o’erwhelms   
The tender scholars arrayed before him,  
   Those who keep chewing their gum  
      And squinting past his wispy hair  
         To plum trees in bloom.  Indoors 
Or out, they might catch every other  
   Thought this still-accented expat-Brit  
      Articulates as his fingers absently rip  
         At the grass.  Listen, he says and tosses  
 A puff of green blades, reciting again 
   The mind-forged manacles I hear. 
      They look down and write rip. 
         They will study this later  
When they look up some winter 
   To find themselves lost  
      In  eternity’s  hour,  to  see  at  last 
         Their own fiery uncertainty.   
For now, it is the fluffy squirrels of campus,  
   Frisbees, and tricked-out Hondas  
      Throbbing with hip-hop—Friday,  
         And class is over.  They stuff Songs 
Of Experience into packs and scatter 
   While Professor lights a cigarette. 
      By the time midnight takes the air 
         And he is home slumping under coils 
Of aria and smoke, nothing will tell 
   Of their bodies gathered in the grass, 
      No sign to mark the isolate beauty  
         But a little spot of bared earth. 

Poetry 
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Mosses, Slugs, and Mount Rainier 

Roethke’s  last  words  to  me:    “Beefeater  all  
right?”— for Nelson Bentley (1918-1990) 

  Leaning forward, cupping an ear 
For every student reader, he loved a great refrain 
Tinctured with mosses, slugs, and Mount Rainier. 
 
When critics passed over his vision of rapture, 
He  licked  a  pencil  and  penned  “Letter  to  Robert  
Hayden.”Leaning  forward,  cupping  an  ear, 
 
Students in the back row heard him swear  
Roethke’s  song  could  match  the  mind  of  Auden. 
Tinctured with mosses, slugs, and Mount Rainier, 
 
His  classes  spilled  to  the  Blue  Moon’s  bar 
For Bud and Blake and windows mottled with rain. 
Leaning forward, cupping an ear, 
 
He mouthed words like smoke, dusk, and cincture. 
As the Denny clock rang another noon 
Tinctured with mosses, slugs, and Mount Rainier,  
 
He gave us our sonnets with circled clutter: 
Omit?  O, in every concise beauty, Nelson 
Leans forward and cups a wakeful ear 
Tinctured with mosses, slugs, and Mount Rainier. 
 
Derek Sheffield, Wenatchee Valley College, WA 

 

Regional Executive Committee 
Co-Chairs: 
Jeff Klausman jklausma@whatcom.ctc.edu 
Dodie Forrest dforrest@yvcc.edu   
Membership Chair: Lisa Freeman 
 LisaF@SpokaneFalls.edu 
National Representative:  Alexis Nelson  
AlexisN@spokanefalls.edu 
Publications: Sandra Schroeder sschroeder@yvcc.edu;    
Julie Swedin jswedin@yvcc.edu 
Treasurer: Betsy Lawrance BLawrence@scc.spokane.edu  
Secretary: Mary Dahlin mdahlin@yvcc.edu 
Member at-large:  Siskanna Naynaha 
naynahas@Lanecc.edu 
Member at-large: Barbara Simmons Barba-
raS@spokanefalls.edu 

Nominate a colleague for the Lisa Ede 
Outstanding Teacher Awards 2012-2013! To 
find out more information and to apply for 
the award, please go to TYCA-PNW. ORG 
and fill out the Lisa Ede Teaching 
Nomination Form online. We’ve  streamlined  
the process considerably, so that less time is 
required out of your busy schedules to nominate a 
worthy candidate.  

Pacific View 

mailto:jklausma@whatcom.ctc.edu
mailto:AlexisN@spokanefalls.edu
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For  our  last  issue  as  editors,  we  decided  to  share  some  “sound  bites”  on  peer  review  from  some  of  our   
esteemed  members  of  the  REC.    Julie  &  Sandy 
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“I’ve  had    much  better  peer  input  from  students  
since I stopped asking small questions about every 
way an essay could go wrong. Now I take my cue 
from my SFCC colleague Lori Monnastes.  First, 
she  requires  that  students  take  their  classmate’s  
essay home to read a couple times. Then, they 
write a memo with three beefy paragraphs. Each 
paragraph begins similarly:  What I value in this 

paper is . 
. . ;  What 
I notice 
about 
this 
paper is . 
. . ;  and 
The 
questions 
this 
paper 
raises 
are . . . 
The 

students are graded on the quality of their insight 
and their detailed development, not on proof-
reading finesse. They practice close reading and 
critical thinking about what works in a particular 
rhetorical situation, and they think a bit more 
critically about their own work after they supply 
the  clear  eye  for  a  classmate.”     
Alexis  Nelson, Spokane Falls CC 
 
“I agree with my colleagues that students often 
need more direction in order to have successful 
peer reviews, and I, too, have steps for them to 
follow. For example, I always have step one be 
something  like,  ‘Read  through  once  to  get  the  main  
idea.’    Then,  I  might  pick  and  choose  areas  on  
which I want students to focus.  If I want them to 
be able to pick out a thesis statement, I might have 
a  step  that  says  something  like,  ‘Look  for  a  thesis  
statement in the introduction and underline it.  If 
there is no clear thesis statement, give the student 
writer some suggestions as to how he or she might 
write  one.’”   
Mary Dahlin, YVCC 

Practical Matters 

“I  follow  a  similar  process  as  Alexis,  having  the  
students take drafts home with them and writing 
response memos for their group members. In 
addition,  they  set  up  the  order  in  which  they’ll  
discuss the drafts  because I like to sit in with the 
students while they are giving their verbal 
feedback on workshop days. During these 
sessions, I try to lightly coach them in the 
process. Learning to give useful, specific feedback 
takes time and practice. I find that if I sit 
unobtrusively beside a group, listening in, I get a 
better sense of how well they are doing. I only 
interrupt if the conversation becomes imbalanced 
in some way or the group drifts off topic. At the 
end  of  a  conversation  about  a  draft,  I’ll  offer  a  
little personalized feedback if the writer wants to 
hear from me or if group members have some 
questions  about  the  assignment.”   
Dodie Forrest, YVCC 
 
“A couple of recommendations I might add  to my 
colleagues’  suggestions  are  (1)  Follow  up  peer-to-
peer sessions with activities, assignments, or 

discussions 
that ask 
students to 
recall and 
draw upon 
what they 
did, said, 
and heard 
in their 
groups. 
This 
reinforces 

the content of group work while reinforcing its 
importance  in  students’  minds,  and  (2)  Provide  
feedback on initial peer-to-peer work sessions 
immediately. Tell the entire class what you 
noticed in particular that seemed very effective 
and met (or exceeded!) your expectations. When 
you respond to writing, comment on how peer 
work has or could help students in different 
areas, including how they might contribute to 
their  group’s  success  by  sharing  certain  ideas  or  
other  aspects  of  their  work.”     
Siskanna Naynaha, Lane CC 

  

 

Pacific View Page 3 

News from National 

  Spring  was  bustin’  out  all  over  in  St.  Louis  at  the  
63rd annual CCCC March 21-24.  Eero  Saarinen’s  
Gateway arch, a hop from the conference, provided 
the theme, Writing Gateways.    This  year’s  
conference paid more attention to developmental 
education and, ironically, less to the work of 
community colleges in performing that service to 
the academy.  Three featured speakers—Peter 
Adams, Lynn Quitman Troyka, and Mike Rose—did 
not overlook the contributions of two-year 
institutions. Soft-spoken and impressive, Mike Rose 
celebrated the ways community colleges invite 
people in and give them good reasons to stay; in 
addition, he reminded us that faculty need to voice 
our concerns in local media outlets and in our 
legislatures.  
  The TYCA-Executive Committee meeting on 
Saturday  echoed  Rose’s  message.    Next  year’s  
conference chair, Howard Tinberg, assured us that 
two year faculty would be part of the proposal-
vetting process and well represented on the 
program. Kent Williamson, Executive Director of 
NCTE,  described  the  organization’s  work  partnering  
with the National Center for Literacy Education, a 
coalition that includes libraries, K-12 principals, 
and our transfer-level colleagues.  Legislative 
Liaison, Barbara Cambridge, suggested that higher 
education advocacy should be looking at 
developmental courses, particularly on policy 
makers’  questioning  of  the  value  of  these  courses  
which are perceived as obstacles.  She also noted 
that, while Pell grants are on solid footing for the 
next academic year, they face opposition thereafter; 
moreover,  there’s  movement  afoot  to  double  the  
interest rate (now 3.4%) on government-subsidized 
Stafford loans.  Obviously these changes would have 
disastrous impact on our most vulnerable students, 
which is why we need to be more engaged and 
visible advocates as well as teachers. 
  The EC has accepted the TYCA position statement 
on Dual Enrollment; it supports the use of NACEP 
guidelines, calls for more data collection, and looks 
at economic equity.  The Tour of TYCA, brain-child 
of our own Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt, will 
continue next year in a new format: quick links and 
searchable  in  an  archive.  Jeff  Klausman’s  
committee  statement  “Characteristics  of  a  
Successful Two-year  College  Instructor”  is  already  
available on the TYCA website for your edification—
and for use by screening committees.  Finally, by-
law changes will be voted on at the annual 
conferences of the regions this year. 

Alexis Nelson 
Spokane Falls Community College, WA 

Student Talk 

  When I enrolled at Yakima Valley Community 
College  (YVCC)  I  didn’t  really  know  why  I  should.  
I had graduated from high school a couple of 
years before without intending to go to college, 
and I was working full time. I remember the day 
that I decided I should go to the local community 
college  and  register  for  classes,  but  I  don’t  
remember knowing exactly why I felt compelled 
to. 
  After my first quarter, I was becoming a better 
student and a better writer. I developed an 
interest  in  women’s  literature  and  feminist  theory  
and criticism, and I learned to analyze texts and 

write 
thoughtful 
arguments and 
research 
papers. My 
classes at YVCC 
prepared me to 
be able to go on 
and complete 
my BA at the 
University of 
Washington.  

  As a student at YVCC I worked as a writing 
consultant in the writing center, which was an 
important turning point in my college career and 
in my life. I had the opportunity to help students 
realize that they could cultivate a voice and use 
writing as a way to narrate their experiences in 
important ways, and I realized that I wanted to be 
able to continue doing that kind of work. Now 
that I am getting ready to begin graduate studies 
at Western Washington University, I think back 
on YVCC as the place where I discovered what I 
wanted to do, 
and as the place 
that gave me the 
opportunity to be 
able to pursue 
the kind of work I 
love. 
 
Chanel Brown 
YVCC graduate 
UW graduate 
WWU MA 
program 
 
 

Call for Proposals 
“Horizons”   

TYCA-Pacific Northwest and 
Pacific Northwest Writing Cen-

ter Association  Annual  
Conference 

Highline Community College 
Des Moines, Washington 

October 12-13, 2012 
 Deadline:  June 20th, 2012 


